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Interactive Whiteboard Key Skill – 
Hide and Reveal – Magic Box: (Smart)
View the file “Magic Box” 

For a Smart board choose the .xbk file. 

(The Promethean board uses the .flp file. )
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Ensure that the Select icon is chosen 
(here on the left). 

You can now drag a number across the page. Drag the numbers to see if they go into or over the magic box. What is the rule? (answer: prime numbers go in the box)
In this type activity, the teacher can use the magic box technique to get the children to predict and hypothesise the rule operating. 

View the six pages in the notebook using the page sorter on the side of the screen.

How does it work?

Essentially there are objects on the screen which have three different layers. They have been ordered so that the rectangle is in the middle layer, with some numbers beneath that rectangle layer, and some in the layer above. 

How else can it be used?

In Maths, shape rules can be determined. See the file “Magic Trolley – quad sort .xbk” for another variation on this. Magic Box can be applied to Literacy where the grammar rule can be determined. In Science, criteria or characteristics of living things or materials can be investigated. 

Creating layers:

In Smart notebook, select the object (eg the number) 
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by clicking on it. Click the down arrow in the top right 
corner.

A number of options will be revealed. 
Choose Order, and Send to Back or Send to Front.
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To make magic box activities you will need to create a rectangle as the magic box. You can add letters or numbers clicking on the Text icon, clicking on the page, and typing. 
After clicking away, and back, you can select the text. You can now choose the order of the text, relative to the rectangle, and drag the text into position on the page. 
The numbers that are used in Magic Box could be letters or images. See the file “Magic Trolley – quad sort .xbk” for another variation on this.
