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ICT and Electronic Texts

Using ICT Effectively in the Literacy Hour

ICT involves a change in teaching and learning strategies.  ICT creates a stimulating, motivating and challenging environment.  It can provide support for the less able pupils or challenge for more able pupils.

ICT encourages drafting and editing.  It can provide success for unmotivated boys.  Research also shows that children concentrate longer with a screen in front of them than they do with a book.

ICT leads to new skills and provides good opportunities to practice existing skills of reading and writing.  Computers at present have an underrated value as a whole-class or whole-group teaching aid.  Computers are powerful and effective tools.  They become even more effective when the teacher provides a learning interface between pupils and machines.

Teaching strategies should enable the learner to:

· locate resources for a given task, and find relevant information in them e.g. skimming, use of index, glossary, key words, hotlinks

· use appropriate reading strategies to extract particular information e.g. highlighting, scanning

· compare and contrast the ways information is presented in different forms e.g. web page, diagrams, prose

· make brief, clearly-organised notes of key points for later use

· appraise the value and relevance of information found and acknowledge sources

· synthesise information from a range of sources, shaping material to meet the reader’s needs

· evaluate the relevance, reliability and validity of information available through print, ICT and other media sources
· undertake independent research using a range of reading strategies, applying their knowledge of how texts and ICT databases are organised and acknowledging sources

· combine information from various sources into one coherent document

· make notes in different ways, choosing a form which suits the purpose e.g. diagrammatic notes, making notes during a video, abbreviating for speed and ease of retrieval

· increase the speed and accuracy of note-making skills and use notes for re-presenting information for specific purposes

· review and extend their own strategies for locating, appraising and extracting relevant information

ICT and Electronic Texts
Electronic texts are word-processed versions of paper-based texts.  
When working with electronic texts teachers are able to:

· make formative comments directly within pupils' word-processed drafts, shaping the writing process by inserting comments and suggestions at draft stage 

· focus pupils’ attention directly on different aspects of the text by highlighting, italicising, underlining or using bold font

· to explore stylistic similarities by bringing together on a split screen texts by different authors  

· to discuss the authors sentence construction by running a grammar check through the text and using the ensuing comments

· to compare texts from different eras for changes in textual features such as sentence length

When working with electronic texts pupils are able to:

· write collaboratively, as they revise and redraft text exploring alternative versions
· make use of whole-word processors, voice processors or spell-checkers, grammar checkers, integral or on-line dictionaries and thesauri in the editing process. 

· evaluate alternative vocabulary, manipulate the text and edit it to a high level of sophistication without the need to re-write. 

· experiment with synonyms, re-work texts into a different genre, re-sequence arguments, explore the effect of changing from the first to the third person narrator with their own or others' texts
· present their work neatly regardless of motor skills
ICT (Interactive texts) are texts that have been specifically designed for interactivity.  They are non-linear texts.  These include web pages, CD ROMs (Encarta) and hyper-linked texts (Barrowquest).

In reading, ICT can develop pupils' higher order reading skills in analysis, evaluation, and synthesis by, for example, comparing literary and non-literary material in standard print-based format with the combinations of text, still and moving images and sound which may be accessed in different layers through hypertext or multimedia.

When reading a multi-layered text such as a family history, readers can take a number of different routes through it, accessing graphics, sound and text. Teachers need to recognise the different reading demands made by such texts.  The same piece of text can be edited and used in different ways by changing the font size, reducing sentence length, using synonyms for less familiar vocabulary or highlighting key words to support reading.  
ICT texts can provide increasing challenge and pace through the use of a real-time computer simulation or participation in an on-line newspaper day, both of which require pupils to receive, act upon and respond in a specified time; or through more direct contact with real audiences beyond the classroom and the local community, by providing access, for example through use of fax or the Internet, to a wide range of up-to-date learning resources.  

By allowing text to be presented in a variety of ways, extending the range of options available to writers in ways, which could not easily be attained using pen and paper. Pupils can adapt the presentation and organisation of their writing to meet the needs of different audiences - e.g. presenting information about the school to the wider community through constructing a Web page using text, graphics and possibly sound, video or animation.  

Using ICT (Interactive) Texts
Literacy 

Many of the learning objectives at sentence and text level apply to activities where pupils are researching and writing content for an interactive text. The precise objectives will depend on the nature of the content. There are, however, some objectives that can be addressed particularly well:

Y3/T1/T19: to compare the way information is presented, e.g. by comparing a variety of information texts including IT-based sources


Y3/T3/T21: use IT to bring to a published form - discuss relevance of layout, font, etc. to audience


Y4/T1/T16: to identify different types of text, e.g. their content, structure, vocabulary, style, lay-out and purpose


Y4/T1/T17: to identify features of non-fiction texts in print and IT, e.g. headings, lists, bullet points, captions which support the reader in gaining information efficiently


Y4/T1/T23: to investigate how reading strategies are adapted to suit the different properties of IT texts, i.e. those which are scrolled and non-linear in structure; incorporate sound or still and moving images; can be changed; and have a spatial dimension


Y6/T1/T18: to use IT to plan, revise, edit writing to improve accuracy and conciseness and to bring it to publication standard, e.g. through compiling a class newspaper, paying attention to accuracy, layout and presentation. 
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ICT QCA Scheme of work: ICT Unit 6a Multimedia Presentation.

Range of reading skills required to access ICT texts

· Learn specific searching strategies for electronic referencing systems.

· Locate resources for a given task, and find relevant information in them, for example, scrolling page, drop-down menus, ‘hand’ over hyperlinks, skimming, use of index, glossary, key words, hotlinks.

· Select from authoritative sources.

· Orchestrate and select information from audio, visual, and hyper-linked words or animation.

· Compare and contrast the ways in which information is presented in different forms.

· Locate information efficiently including global search engines and Internet site searches.

· Make informed choices on text selections and fitness for purpose.

· Recognise bias or commercial interests.

· Develop a critical awareness required to evaluate websites – appraise the value and relevance of information found and credibility of author.

· Review and extend strategies for locating, appraising and extracting relevant information.

· Synthesise information from a range of sources, shaping material to meet own needs.

· Explore the more formal and impersonal conventions and sentence level characteristics of text.

Book navigation
· Front of the book

· Back of the book

· The way to hold the book

· Where to start reading on a page – reading from top to bottom

· Following print from left to right

· The process of reading a narrative from the beginning in sequence to the end

· Following word for word to read the sentence

· The ‘title’ being a clue to what the book is about

· The ‘author’ – the person(s) who wrote the book
ICT text navigation
· ICT texts can take children in many directions both back and forth with myriad links to other texts, unlike the structure of one book. Children will need to be taught the various ways of moving around an ICT text.

· The layout of the text itself is very different from the layout of a page of a book.

· The process of moving through an ICT text is quite different from physically turning pages – clicking on Next, Back.

· The process of searching for information demands a very precise choice of vocabulary to make the best use of a search engine.

· Print in ICT texts is not read from left to right, from top to bottom of the page – children use a ‘radial’ approach to reading. By thinking of the text on the screen as a wheel, children can start at any spoke!

· In developing radial reading skills, children need to be taught how an ICT text is structured and how to navigate the routes provided, for example, oftensubject headings appear across the top of the screen or down the sides, main information is placed centrally on the screen often using a combination of visuals and text to attract attention. Children need the experience of being taught to navigate sections of the page.

· Skills of skimming and scanning become essential when first viewing a web page.

· Cueing into key words and classifications becomes increasingly important because of the amount of information available.

Information is available in a range of formats: text, video, audio, visuals. In further developing reading skills for ICT texts, children will need to know how to orchestrate audio and visual information.

Given the quantity of information available, children will need to be taught how to be selective, to make judgements about how relevant the information is for their purposes.

The skills of synthesising information will become ever more important given the access to the enormous amount of information on the Internet.
Using web-based resources in the Literacy hour

Using the Internet 

There may be obstacles to using the Internet during the independent part of the lesson, like the number of available computers or classroom management issues. 

When integrating Internet content into independent work we need to consider the following:  

· How many Internet-equipped computers are available? 

· How fast are their connections to the Web? 

· How up-to-date is the computer software, including support applications such as Acrobat Reader, Java, RealMedia, Flash and Shockwave? 

During Whole class teaching
Computers that are not ‘on-line’ can be used by pupils to explore selected pages from the Internet by synchronising the web pages before the lesson.

During the Independent part of the lesson
 

Staying on Track
· 
Use handouts to direct students systematically through a Web site, exhibit or online activity by raising questions and establishing checkpoints along the way. 

Student Handouts:

· A checklist-style handout can help students organize and absorb an online learning experience. 

· A worksheet-style handout can help students bridge the gap between the online and "on paper" parts of a classroom activity. 

· An outline-style handout can provide a memory aid, helping students recall what they have learned online. 

· An activity-style handout can be designed to help a teacher assess how well students have met a lesson's objectives. 

· As part of the discussion, note also that handouts can help one gauge whether students are making efficient use of their time online. For example, a handout that asks students to answer questions using a non linear text type as they navigate through a series of Web pages can provide clues to their interpretation of content, helping a teacher identify those who may need extra support. By the same token, because such a handout will help identify students who may have wandered away from the task, it can serve to promote accountability as well. 

· Encourage participants to recognize that, in addition to their value as study guides, handouts can play a useful role in monitoring what students are doing online and can help keep them engaged with the task at hand. 

Create bookmark or favorites folders that children can use to navigate from one site to another.

Using the Internet as a whole class teaching tool. 

Bookmarks
· Bookmark Web pages that seem promising so that you will be able to find them again when you are ready to prepare a class. (Note: Go to your browser's Help for more information on bookmarking.) 

· Create folders in your bookmark files by topic or class. Copy these folders to student computers to focus their explorations. 

· Organize your bookmarks by editing your bookmark file. 

Slow Connections
· Download large images beforehand. During class access these images from your hard drive with the Open File or Open Page command on your browser. 

· Before class open multiple windows onscreen to move quickly between Web pages. To create multiple windows, hold down the mouse button on a link (Mac) or right-click (PC) and select the New Window option in the pop-up menu. 

Precautions
· Check links before you use them in class so you can plan to work around any that may be broken. 

· Discuss planned Internet projects with your IT coordinator to ensure that your equipment is working properly and that you have the resources you will need. Also, determine with your IT coordinator where it would be best for you to save downloaded files, especially in situations where memory is an issue. 

Planning
· Set clear expectations and answer any questions before going on computers. For example, prepare or print out directions that you can review together before students go online to visit an interactive exhibit or complete a learning activity. 
Using web-based resources in the Literacy hour
There is a wealth of information available on the World Wide Web that is of a suitable reading level for primary aged children and there are plenty of opportunities within the literacy strategy framework to use texts which link to other areas of the curriculum. It doesn't need to be re-emphasised that any work done in the literacy hour must have literacy objectives at its heart, but the study of texts relating to, for example, history or science certainly has a place. 

The process of searching for information is an important skill and one that can be developed and exploited as part of literacy hour activities. 

Search tools are remotely accessible programs, which help users to find relevant information. A search engine acts as an intermediary between you and the information in much the same way as a traditional library catalogue does. There are essentially two types of search tool: keyword searching and by using a directory or web guide. 

Key word search engines build their own database of search terms, relying on automated computer systems browsing the Web and stopping at each site to find keywords to add to their indexes. Without careful thought about which key words/phrases to search for, key word searches can often come up with a lot of irrelevant sites which will feature the search term, but possibly in a completely different context. 

Web directories are collections of web sites that have been categorised by people into subject areas. They can be browsed by clicking on the links under the headings and there is usually a search facility too. Directories are useful for searching for a general subject, rather than a specific item of information. Subject directories often return far fewer sites for a particular search term, but generally those that appear will have undergone some sort of qualitative or censor control. 

There are a number of search engines that have been designed especially for children to use. They provide a more restricted environment, selecting web sites that are suitable for children or written especially for children. For teachers looking for information to use in the classroom they are also ideal.
Downloading Video clips 

The ITN archive

Note: To use the video clips you will need Windows Media Player installed on your computer. If you don’t have this it can be downloaded from 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/download/default.asp
	Instruction
	Screen image

	1. Type http://www.itnarchive.co.uk in the address bar of your web browser.
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	2. Choose the “British Pathe” tap at the top of the screen.
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	3. Type in keywords into the “Search” box that describe your topic. For example “Air raid”
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	4. The results of the search will be displayed. It may be that you need to be more specific about the words you use to search. However, if you see an article that looks useful, click on the blue text.
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	5. The next page gives you stills from the video clip and a short commentary. If this does not look suitable, click “Back” and have another look at the list.
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	6. Right click on either “View this Story”

7. Left click on “Save Target As”
Note: Mac users don’t have a right mouse button so just click and hold the mouse over the same option.
8. Make sure you know where you are saving the file i.e. Desktop.
	[image: image6.png]AIR RAID VICTIH
B85 view This sToRY

fnsseny vistmotn OPE
Open in New Window

AR RAID gy





	9. You will now be able to play this video clip without being connected to the internet. The Windows media player file icon looks like this.
	[image: image7.png]C]

airraid victim








[image: image8.png]P R Vew Favohes Tods b =
<. > .0 0 2 a )

s B s et s e e

VERCOK - WESGRIGUAN < CLugHoUSE]

E=mes





The Back button will take you “back” to previous web pages you have visited





The “Address bar” is where you type in the web address of page you want. It usually starts with www. You must type this very carefully.





Adding a page to your favourites means you don’t need to remember the web address each time.





A “Search Engine” searches the internet for specific words. For example, if you types “Fireworks” the search engine will look for all the web pages that have something to do with fireworks and list them for you to look at.





As websites are so large, they will often put the different subjects into categories. These are similar to chapters or sections in a book.





Hyperlinks are not just words; sometimes they are pictures and work the same way. Remember, whenever your mouse pointer turns into a hand, you have found a hyperlink.





When you move the mouse over a hyperlink, it will change from a pointer to a hand. Clicking on a hyperlink will take you to another web page. 

















Navigating a Web Page





The scroll down bar enables you to view the whole page.  Simply click on it and drag it.





Drop down boxes are an efficient way to locate other areas of the website. Remember to click ‘go’.
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