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Generic Ideas for Literacy 

Using an Interactive Whiteboard

	When planning for the literacy hour there are several ways that the Smart Board can support your teaching and the children’s learning. 

This document contains some suggestions about the type of techniques you may wish to use. Obviously you will need to adapt them to fit your plans and hence the content will significantly alter.


Cut Up Poems
Tension or aspects of characterisation are often built up over one page in a longer novel.  Cut up poems are designed to encapsulate the feeling. character or mood of the text in the form of a poem.  In this example, taken from The Iron Man, the tension is apparent.  Once the children become familiar with the text through shared reading the teacher models how to select words that are particularly relevant to build the atmosphere.

In this example the following words
were chosen: 
--fallen
shaking
struggled underground
torn edge of the great pit
two deep headlamps glare
pitch blackness
grinding its gears
wallowing.
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The teacher double clicks on the text, selects copy and paste to isolate the word on a new page.  This is repeated until all have been collated on a new page in the IWB File.  Then these words form the basis of a poem.  (Equally the children could do this using post-it notes).


	Screams pierce the
pitch stillness of night
as metal grates
against the torn, pit
edge.

He has fallen.
He is shaken.
Vanished from view.

Far below two deep
red headlamps glare.
The earth shudders
against violent struggles
as the Iron Man fights
freeing himself 
from
the underground
prison.



This could be repeated with any text used in the literacy hour, for example where Carrie and Nick collect the Christmas goose from Hepzibah Green in Carrie’s War.

Diamond Ranking

Display or distribute sets of 8 or 9 statements related to a subject you are studying to groups of 2-3 children.  For example having studied what makes a good persuasive text and listed the key features, show the children statements that they may use in their argument. 
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Ask the children to work in pairs to arrange the statements in a diamond with the most important at the top or one they will use in their opening sentence first and the least important at the bottom as shown below.  This helps the children to structure their writing and to prioritise facts.  
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Images to inspire poetry

Images linked to your class work can provide good stimuli for poetry writing.  In this example an image of a bombed street has been pasted into the IWB File.  Then children were asked to list as many words as possible based on the image – these could be descriptive words or words that children imagine people might be feeling.  For example dust, devastation, carnage, wreckage, burning, ashes, people wandering, twisted metal, desolate, waste, ruin.  Annotate or type these around the image as the children suggest them.  Copy and paste these words onto a new page and these will then form the basis of your poem, rather like the cut up poems example on page 2.   
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Character speech or thought bubbles

Empathy with the characters is often a good way to read between the lines or read for deeper meaning in a text.  In this example the images have been scanned from the Highwayman Poem and speech or thought bubbles [created in and copied from Word] have been added.  The children are encouraged to write a detailed thought or speech bubble to represent the character’s thoughts or feelings.  
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Graph the Story

Using a piece of graph paper [in Smart Notebook select Insert, Browse for Page Template> select graph paper>grid medium] and draw to straight lines to represent axes. As a whole group plot one of the following:

· the relationship between two of the characters in the story

· the ‘picture’ of the story including exciting events or anti-climaxes

· the emotions of one of the characters

Once the graph has been plotted ask the children to annotate the print out using the text to justify their opinions.
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Character’s Room

The extract from Goodnight Mr.Tom describes a room.  Ask the children to visualise the room based on the description in the text.  Using the details from the text the teacher models how to glean information.  In this example the key words are highlighted.
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The children use this information to create a plan view of the bedroom, labelling the room with the appropriate details.

As a follow-up, allocate the children a character they have studied in a text.  Ask them to write a description of their room. For example Carrie's room [from Carrie's War] might contain a range of items that we know from the story. They write the description but only give clues and the rest of the children have to guess which character they are writing about.

This idea could be adapted for a character’s keep sake box. The children describe the collection in a box of items without revealing too much information and others guess whose this might be.
Replacing words in sentences

This can be applied to any word or sentence level work. In this example the text has been taken from Toothie’s cat and is encouraging the children to match the metaphor with the sentence based on the children’s knowledge of the text. 
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Analysing the Book Cover before you start reading

Before you begin a book you may wish to block out the title and analyse why the author or illustrator chose to use the image on the front cover.  In this example the teacher scanned the book cover in and blocked out the title of the cover.  Having allowed the children tome to establish what they think the title might have been, based on the illustrations, she revealed the title.  The book cover had been copied and pasted onto a second page in the IWB File and speech bubbles had been placed to establish who each person was.  This knowledge was solely taken from the image on the front cover.
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Sound Files

There are several opportunities in the Literacy Hour where the use of sound files can be used to support children’s non fiction writing.  The BBC website is especially good since it contains current news stories that are aimed at children in key stage 2.  The http://news.bbc.co.uk/ccbcnews/default..stm   has stories in the following categories: UK, World, Sport, Music, Animals and Weather.  

The children can listen to these before formulating their newspaper article, recount of a current news article or piece of persuasive writing.  Note that you will need speakers to listen to these stories; the laptop’s inbuilt system is not loud enough.
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Similarly there are sound files on the Internet that are of favourite poems e.g. The Highwayman.  This encourages the children to listen to the poem before they read the text and often requires them to focus on the sound file.  In order to find a poem, type the name of the poem and audio into a search engine.
Sociogram

This is a simple diagram to help the children analyse the relationships between 3 of the characters in the book they are reading.  In this example Anne Frank is pictured with her mother and father.  This works best once the children have read an extract or heard a class novel.  

The children are given time out with the texts [or extracts from the text] to write words that summarise the relationship between two of the characters. Then they select specific examples to justify their opinion.  
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Word sorts

This can be applied to many word and sentence level activities.  In this example the children were shown a collection of connectives and were asked [with their response partner] to group the words ins. associated groups. The teacher then took the suggestions made by the children and checked to see if any more of the words could go into one of the groups.  The teacher had linked these connectives to the explanation writing they were doing, hence the words could be split into causal or time connectives.
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Using Video Clips

With many schools able to access the Internet via a Broadband connection, the use of video clips to support writing is becoming more realistic.  There are many sites that offer clips for teachers to use including www.bbc.co.uk http://news.bbc.co.uk/ccbcnews/default..stm, http://www.itnarchive.co.uk   or www.brainpop.com.  The latter is a subscription site which offers two free films per day.  These are especially good to support explanation writing linked to science or health issues.  

Note: To use some video clips you will need Windows Media Player installed on your computer. If you don’t have this it can be downloaded from http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/download/default.asp
The example below is for the process of pollination and uses a clip from Brainpop.  Before the lesson snapshots of key parts of the process were taken [This can only be done presently in Smartboard Software- by using the snapshot tool in Smart Notebook] to support the children’s explanation writing.  Once the children had watched the clip twice, taking notes on the second viewing, the images provided a simple reminder for them to recall the notes they had made.  Less able children were given the pictures to assist them with their note taking.  The notes were collated by the teacher and the children wrote their explanation of this process.
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