Using a digital camera to support narrative writing

Children often find story structure a tricky part of narrative writing.

From an early age we support children in identifying the beginning, middle and end of stories. This develops into a more complex structure as children get older; opening, build-up, dilemma, events, resolution and ending. Teaching this can be difficult.

Using drama, the digital camera and some ICT skills can be a motivating and effective way of teaching structure.

This can be adapted for any age group – especially if you have simple cameras with floppy discs in (even the youngest child in Reception can use them independently after a little instruction.)

Linking Objectives and units of work from Bristol Medium Term Plans

Reception
To re-tell or re-enact familiar texts

To be aware of story structures

Year 1

Term 2 – story writing and structure 

To re –tell stories giving the main points in sequence

To represent outlines of story plots 

Year 2

Term 2 - Character profiles

To prepare and re-tell stories through role play in groups

Year 3

Term 3 Writing a traditional story sequel

To plan main points as a structure for story writing, considering how to capture points in a few words

Year 4

Term 1 Dead long historical stories

To explore narrative order: identify and map out the main stages of the story

Year 5

Term 2 Make a note, tell a story

To make notes of story outline as preparation for oral storytelling.

Year 6 

Term 1
To understand aspects of narrative structure. 

Also revision of narrative structure and planning strategies for SATs

The process also supports the model of reading, into oral work, into planning, into writing, into extending and elaborating. At every step, talk for writing is essential. 
How (could be over a 2 week unit)
· Group children in mixed ability groupings

· Read a story or a range of short stories. Identify the structure of the story (at what ever level children are working at). 

· Re read the story to identify what key events happen at each part of the story.

· Either – work on a known story or one children will make up from a given prompt or other stimulus, depending on age and understanding. If children are making up their own story they will need to discuss and agree the story structure orally – what happened at the beginning, middle, and end. Identify the key actions in each part of the story. 

·  You may want to give children the beginning, the genre they are writing in, the audience they are writing for, the setting they must use or a character etc. All this depends on the learning needs of the group. Model and demonstrate before asking children to do this independently. Begin modelling this in the shared part of the literacy hour.

· Have a drama session where children are acting out each part of the story. Ask one child to hold up a sign to show the beginning, middle, end of the story (or a more complex structure if children are older) Either before or after this session children work as a group to make planning notes for the story on large pieces of sugar paper.

· At the same or a further drama session ask children to decide what the most important bits are of each part of the story. Either mark this on the plan by circling these events or agree orally. Children them make a freeze frame of these parts of the story and take a still, digital picture of each freeze frame.

· At the next literacy lesson, use the ICT suite to put the pictures in either a word document or power point. This really is dead simple! Save the pictures onto the shared drive. Then all children have to do is click on them to insert them.
· If you use word – children can then type in beside each picture the plan for this part of the story. If you use power point – the slides can be printed as handouts (3 to a page) and children can write on their plan beside each picture prompt.

· You could go on to use these plans to work on expanding a plan into a story.

Children will be reinforcing the idea of story structure a number of times in this sequence, orally, written and digitally. And, they love it!!

