Using the digital video camera to support non-fiction writing

What the digital video camera can do for you!
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Links to Bristol Medium Term plans
The following units lend themselves to using the digital video camera.
Year 1 – Writing about a Personal Experience 

           Report Writing

Year 2 – Writing Instructions

Year 3 – Non-chronological Writing

           Instructions

Year 4 – Read All About It (Media Text Types)
· Explaining Processes

· Designing Adverts

Year 5 – Different kinds of recount

· Explaining Processes

· Publishing a non-chronological report

· Plan, construct and Present An Argument

Year 6 – Biography

         -Explanatory text

         - Persuasive arguments

         - Balanced reports

The process (this a key St 2 model but can be differentiated for Key St 1)
1. Model and demonstrate – use short clips from the TV depending on your text type link

· Instructions (cookery programmes)

· Discussions/balanced argument (documentary excerpts – see clips on Literacy and ICT CD)
· Biography (documentary, magazine style programmes)

· News reports (Children’s news programmes)

· Explanatory texts (science programmes, science clips – Channel 4 Seeing Science CD Roms)

2. As you watch identify the structure. They conveniently fit a basic non-fiction writing frame, introduction, main points and conclusion.

3. Look at the introduction – how do they give an overview of the issue, how do they grab the viewers attention, how do they use questions to draw the viewer in? All questions we would ask of a text. Cookery programmes might show the final product, introduce the theme of the food etc. Science programmes introduce what is to be explained.
4. Look at the middle bit. What are the main points made? How is the point made simply then explained and expanded, how do they use examples and experts to give quotes and expand the point. Again, all things we look for in writing. Cookery programmes give the step by step guide, science programmes give the steps to support understanding, news reports give the events as they happened etc
5. Look at the conclusion. Is the opinion of the presenter given? Does it remain unbiased. Again, the conclusion is different for different genres.
6. Children can they plan to make their own programme clip. Their plan will need to address the structure as well as develop the content.

7. Children have a huge amount of fun recording their mini programmes and even more fun watching them. 

8. Children can develop their own evaluation sheets to begin to self evaluate.

9. Using the programmes and the plans for the programmes children can then write in the text type!
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Provide interest and enthusiasm for even the dullest text type


Motivate children as writers


Provide another strategy for teaching the purpose and organisation of different text types


Make children consider audience in their writing


Give a real purpose to writing








