Ideas for using film trailers for narrative writing
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These ideas can be a good way to connect the learning at the start of a session, they could be good plenary activities that further develop the lesson objective, they could be ideas that then are the focus for a larger part of the lesson or unit of work.
· Use small parts of the trailer to focus on setting e.g. Treasure Planet and Finding Nemo. Create word banks using the first few seconds of the trailers. Use these words to then develop phrases, sentences and complex sentences to describe these settings. 
· Use the first part of Cat Woman trailer to generate plot and character ideas. Why is she running? What look is on her face? How do you know? How is she feeling? How do we know? What story type could it be? Warning story, wishing, losing, finding? 
· ET clip. Play to the point the voice over says ‘..……a mystery is unfolded?’ Good story writing prompt. What is the mystery? What does the little boy find?

· Monsters clip. Play the clip until the credit card is slipped through the door – play with the sound off. Good for mood, genre

· Star Wars (Phantom) clip. With the sound off, play until it says every saga has a beginning. Identify the genre from this first clip. Use the phrases to support generation of story ideas. Use with the sound up and watch the whole clip, focus on story structure. The trailer gives the viewer clips of film form different parts of the story. Can children identify which clips are most likely to be from the beginning, middle and end. How do they know? Children must be able to support their ideas using their knowledge of how story structure works.
· Harry Potter clips – use alongside the book. Read descriptive passages from the book and compare to the trailer clip e.g. descriptions of the setting of Hogwarts, the forest, the dining hall etc. 

· Shrek clip – use the first part until he opens the curtains around the bed. Use as children write traditional stories. Older children will write traditional stories with twists – changes of plot and character. How has this been done in Shrek and how can it be used to develop our own ideas?
· Polar express clip – use just the music. Children draw picture of the image it gives them. Play the clip and let children see the setting. Use the clip up until the sound of the train approaching. Use this as a writing prompt. Children to this as the start of their story.
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Aims


To improve range and choice of vocabulary


To generate ideas and imagination


To provide a model and scaffold for aspects of narrative writing








