Websites to support teaching and learning in Geography – K Hancock


Geography Websites
Key Stage 1
5-7 yrs, Barnaby Bear
Take a whistle stop tour around the world with Barnaby Bear, or have a quick flip through his photo album. 'Barnaby Bear' aims to support KS1 QCA Scheme of Work Unit 5: 'Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?'.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/
Dave Wakefield's GeoNet
 
From key stage 1 to A level, geography teacher Dave Wakefield provides resources to cover the curriculum. At key stages 1 and 2, there is a study of St Lucia with information, photos and activities.
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http://www.pavilion.co.uk/dwakefield/
Geography Key Stage 1
 
Find out more about the world around us, from local streets to distant lands. Lots of questions to help a child really think about what they see and its function in the world.
 http://www.digitalbrain.com/digitalbrain/web/subjects/1.%20primary/ks1geo/?verb=view
Joe the Dragon's Lair
 
Enter the dragon's lair for key stage 1 virtual world travel. Test your skills with the Venezuelan jigsaw or learn Chinese numbers. A fun extra-curricular activity.
 http://www.joethedragon.co.uk/travel.html
Thinking Things
 
Paris, India and Dominica, all are covered on this site from Snaith Primary School in East Yorkshire. With fun facts, quizzes and information it's a great way for key stage 1 and 2 students to discover geography.
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http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/index.htm
Key Stage 2
7-9 yrs, What is Weather?
Is it a bird, is it a plane, or is it a Cumulus rain cloud? Find out just what weather is… 'What is Weather?' covers KS2 QCA Scheme of Work Unit 7: 'Weather around the world'.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/whatisweather/
9-11 yrs, Island Life
Did you know that the children on a German island can sometimes walk to the mainland? Or that the Vikings passed Rathlin Island on their way to America? Dive into 'Island Life' for an ocean full of fun facts and games!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/4_11/tykids/islandlife/
9-11 yrs, Two Cities: Contrasting Localities
You say potatoes, they say patatas. Experience the differences between Belfast and Mexican life in our tale of two cities. Two cities supports KS2 QCA Schemes of Work Units 10,13, 14, 15 and 22: 'Contrasting localities'.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/twocities/
9-12 yrs, Rivers and Coasts
What happens when rivers meet the coast? Discover what makes the water cycle go round in our virtual field trip. This site covers KS2 QCA Schemes of Work Units 14 and 23: 'Investigating rivers and coasts'.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/index.shtml
A Summary of the Weather
 
Aimed at key stage 2 geography pupils, this site introduces elements such as cloud, rain, hurricanes and tornadoes and gives a brief explanation of how they occur.
 http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/windows3.html
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Biodiversity Bingo
 
A simple, fun game for primary school children that matches animals and plants to their environment. Great for science and geography topics.
 http://www.rom.on.ca/quiz/biobingo/index.html
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Can We Predict Volcanic Eruptions?
 
Scientists work hard to try and predict if and when volcanoes will erupt. This simple introduction, with video clips, explains what causes a volcano to erupt and how we can reduce the danger to people.


 
[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]


http://www.learner.org/exhibits/volcanoes/entry.html

 

Cloud Cover: The Weather Satellite
 
Work out which country is which on this satellite image of Northern Europe showing cloud cover. Why not compare the image to the actual weather you are experiencing?
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http://www.met.fu-berlin.de/wetter/meteosat/D2.jpg
 



Cloud Types - Common Cloud Classifications
 
Help for key stage 2 pupils studying cloud identification. The site contains text descriptions and photographs of all the different cloud types.
http://ww2010.atmos.uiuc.edu/(Gh)/guides/mtr/cld/cldtyp/home.rxml
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Coastal Environments
 
'Coastal Explorer' supports the coast section of the National Curriculum. Attractively presented, it covers water, erosion and protecting the coast, among other subjects.
 http://www.kented.org.uk/ngfl/coasts/index.html
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Dave Wakefield's GeoNet
 
From key stage 1 to A level, geography teacher Dave Wakefield provides resources to cover the curriculum. At key stages 1 and 2, there is a study of St Lucia with information, photos and activities.
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http://www.pavilion.co.uk/dwakefield/

 

E-Conflict World Encyclopaedia
 
This well-organised site contains profiles of nations all over the world, including their anthems, maps, flags, news and weather. An excellent introductory resource for geography at key stage 2.
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http://www.countryreports.org/

 

Environment Agency – Kids


Animations, games and cartoons to stimulate interest in environmental issues amongst key stage 2 pupils. Human activity is affecting the climate, causing imbalance in ecosystems and producing waste. The message is entertaining and educational.
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/kids/
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Environmental Disasters
 
Learn about the effects of oil spills or hazardous chemical accidents. Join a guided tour to see how the experts deal with such environmental disasters. Suitable for key stage 2 and 3 students.



http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/kids/kids.html
Factmonster: Geography
 
This colourful site presents useful information on key topics in geography. It includes individual country information, maps, interesting geographical facts and statistics, and the earth - from oceans to deserts.
 http://www.factmonster.com/world.html
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Fossils
 
The processes of fossilisation are simply explained and illustrated here. There's information on the collection, preparation and classification of fossils for key stage 2 students. A site for aspiring palaeontologists.
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http://www.rom.on.ca/quiz/fossil/
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Fun School
 
Discover a wealth of educational and fun games for children of all ages to play online. Some Geography related games are 'Earth Day', 'Capitals', 'Flags' and 'Geography Jumble'.
 
http://www.funschool.com/php/games/games.php?section=
[image: image23.png]



HMS Endurance Tracking Project
 
HMS Endurance, a Porstmouth based ice patrol ship, is sailing to Antarctica. Each day there are diary entries, supported by weather reports and factsheets on subjects ranging from tropical rainforests to Antarctic life. A fascinating look at wildlife and ecosystems.
 http://www.visitandlearn.co.uk
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Helping Your Child Learn Geography
 
Parents can help their key stage 2 children learn geography at this American site. It explains, with pictures and easy-to-follow graphics, the basic concepts of place, environment and the natural world.
 
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/Geography/index.html
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Homework High
 
Aagh! You're stuck with your homework - where can you turn to? You can email a teacher at this Channel 4 site, or browse the problems that other students your age have come across. You're not alone!
 
http://www.homeworkhigh.co.uk
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Hurricane Maker
 
A simple interactive exercise illustrates the conditions needed to create a hurricane. Have a go at making one! A fun geography resource.
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/extras/graphics/news/canebuilder.htm
Lonely Planet Destinations
 
A useful tool for children studying distant places as part of the geography curriculum. Lonely Planet offers a clear map of the world with a great zoom feature and a search facility.
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/
Make Your Own Weather Station
 
Become an amateur meteorologist here. This site gives details on how to construct simple weather recording instruments (barometer, hygrometer, rain gauge, wind vane, compass, etc).
 http://www.fi.edu/weather/todo/todo.html
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MapZone
 
Zoom in on the Ordnance Survey map to find some favourite places - from beaches to shops. The key will help you. Where is the centre of England? What does sea level mean? Find out in ‘Did You Know?’
 
http://www.mapzone.co.uk/
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Mr Dowling's Electronic Passport
 
Highly recommended for key stages 2-4, the Electronic Passport is a geography book that allows users to browse the globe. This is a fun, colourful and sometimes irreverent look at the physical and human world.
http://www.mrdowling.com/ 
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Navigation
 
Investigate ancient navigational tools and discover why aquatic animals don't get lost. Construct a compass or develop your map-reading skills to find your way around major cities in France and Italy.
 http://www.units.muohio.edu/dragonfly/find/find/index.htmlx
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Online World Atlas
 
This ultimate online atlas enables children to access either a political or physical world atlas and then zoom in on any world region, continent or country. Especially useful with the everchanging borders and boundaries of the 21st century.
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http://www.maps.com/explore/atlas/
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Ordnance Survey
 
A wonderful geography resource for anything from local studies to contrasting localities and map-reading. Maps can be searched for in 'get a map' by gazetteer, post code or grid reference.
 
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
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The GLOBE Programme
 
Excellent weather resources for key stage 2 pupils. Find out about the weather around the UK, measure rainfall in your garden or set up your own weather station at school.
 http://www.globe.org.uk/index.htm
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The Greatest Places on Earth
 
Explore seven geographically diverse regions of the world with this stunning and informative site. Key stage 2 and 3 pupils studying geography will enjoy the map-making activities, recipes and karaoke from around the globe.
 http://www.greatestplaces.org/book_pages/top.html
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Thinking Things
 
Paris, India and Dominica, all are covered on this site from Snaith Primary School in East Yorkshire. With fun facts, quizzes and information it's a great way for key stage 1 and 2 students to discover geography.
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http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/index.htm
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Weather Glossary
 
Aimed at key stage 2 students, this simple text-based site aims to cover all terminology related to weather. Easy to navigate and very informative.
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/1102/wxdefs.html
Weather Reports Around the UK
 
The Met Office provides a daily update of UK weather information including temperature and conditions. Key stage 2 pupils can plot weather information for the UK and present their own national or regional weather bulletin.
 http://www.meto.gov.uk/datafiles/wx_uk.html
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Who Lives Here!?!
 
A great way for key stage 1 children to learn the continents and develop their knowledge of animal habitats. In this colourful interactive game stolen animals must be returned to their homes. Lots of fun.
 
http://www.pbs.org/kratts/crazy/wlh/
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World Time Clock
 
This world time zone map has 14 real time clocks ticking away indicating the actual time zone differences around the world.
http://www.maps.com/explore/timeclock/
Google Earth

Offers maps and satellite images for complex or pinpointed regional searches. An amazing globe that you can manipulate with the mouse.

http://earth.google.com/
Infomapper

How InfoMapper works: 
· InfoMapper provides you with UK Ordnance Survey maps, UK Aerial photography and World Maps. 

· InfoMapper provides the tools to create web pages and then link them to the maps. 

· InfoMapper provides the tools to share these learning resources electronically. 

With InfoMapper you can: 
· Create digital learning resources. 

· Present your resources in class. 

· Publish resources. 

· Create learning communities. 

· Use the digital learning resources created by other teachers.
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/learning/infomapper.asp
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