Story Telling:

Ten Ways the Interactive Whiteboard Can Support the Curriculum 
1. Use the spotlight tool to focus on one character in an image of a painting.  Ask questions about the character to build a picture in words – create a mini biography or character profile. Encourage the children to support their ideas with evidence from the rest of the painting. Copy this character and put them into another painting. Use the character profile to decide how the character would behave in this new setting. Chose contrasting pictures or pictures painted at different times in history. 
2. Use the freeze frame on a video clip to focus on character feelings and expressions – what can a character say through just their eyes? How can we capture this in our writing?

3. Using dialogue – watch a clip from a film where 2 characters have a conversation. Use this to write the dialogue as it would appear in a story. Identify how the speech would be ‘in filled’ with description from what is going on as the conversation is taking place. 

4. The summer package from www.nwnet.org.uk provides a template and a non-linear story using PowerPoint. Children make decisions about what happens next in the story. Once children have got the hang of reading a story like this using PowerPoint it is a simple to create their own using the template provided.
5. Use the digital camera to take pictures of different places around the school – use these as story settings. Alternatively bring in your holiday pictures of mountains, lakes and beaches (without you on them!) as story setting stimuli.

6. Ask the children to think of 5 random objects (or think of 5 obscure objects yourself that children may never have seen or heard of) Using Google image search find pictures of these objects. Paste these pictures into a document and children write a story that must include these objects.

7. Look at a children’s news web site such as http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/ Read a news story that has some relevance to children or could capture their imagination. Write a story based on the report. 

8. Use sound effects to generate ideas for story setting. Using a PC microphone, record sound effects using Sound Recorder in Windows XP (Start, Programs, Accessories, Entertainment). Save the file on the desktop and play through the whiteboard sound system. 
9. Play the music to a film or listen to a film clip without the picture – how is mood and atmosphere created in stories. How can we create this in our writing?
10. Web sites – story generators.   www.eduplace.com/tales/index.html asks you to type various word types and then puts them into a story for you.
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