Bristol Writing Units Year 6 term2/ 3 – Extended Story

Writing outcome: To write an extended story in at least three chapters, drafting each chapter in turn.
Text level objectives:

· To study in depth one genre as a basis for writing

· To write an extended story, worked on over time, on a theme identified in reading

Sentence level objectives

· To revise work on complex sentences:

· Identifying main clauses
· Ways of connecting clauses

· Constructing complex sentences

Word level work
· To experiment with language, e.g. creating new words, use similes, metaphors

Resources:

· Animated film clip ‘ watchout’

· A selection of adventure stories e.g. 
· The man in shades (jumbo jets)

· Soldiers in the mist (Collins Pathways)

· Stone dead and other adventure stories ( All Aboard)

· The hunt for Pirate gold ( Woodland mystery)

This unit can be used as an opportunity for children to work individually, or in pairs, to write an extended story. This can be written during the guided reading sessions over the period of a week or so, within the hour, or in a writing workshop week, whichever is easiest for you. The stimulus for this will be the video clip 
‘Watch out’.
Main aspect of teaching focus (spread over a number of days):

1. Introduce the unit of work.  Explain that the objective is to write an extended story using a video clip as a starting point.
2. Read a couple of adventure texts to the children.

3. Discuss the features of a good adventure text, chart them up.

4. Show animated film ‘Watchout’. Stop it at 1min 40 secs. 
5. Talk about the character. Tell the class that you are going to watch it again, and they have only to concentrate on the character. They need to think about his appearance, movement, characteristics, expressions, how they think he is feeling and why etc.
6. Watch the film again, this time concentrating on the setting. Ask the children to think about the time of day, place, buildings etc.

7. Now that the children have some notes to go on, they will need to think about their own stories. They will need to think of a name for the main character, any other characters they may want to introduce, plot etc. 
8. They will at this stage need to write a plan for the remainder of the story. 
NB Other aspects of the planning, such as the sentence and word level work need to be planned into the unit – teachers have their own ways of planning for teaching these things (see GFW and ‘Jumpstart’ by Pie Corbett). 

I would suggest that this unit will take a couple of weeks if children follow the writing process from start to finish.
