Developing Story Writing with the Interactive Whiteboard
Generating ideas

1. Use the digital camera to take pictures of different places around the school – use these as story settings. Alternatively bring in your holiday pictures of mountains, lakes and beaches (without you on them!) as story setting stimuli.

2. Ask the children to think of 5 random objects (or think of 5 obscure objects yourself that children may never have seen or heard of) Using Google image search find pictures of these objects. Paste these pictures into a document and children write a story that must include these objects.

3. Look at a children’s news web site such as Newsround at http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/ Read a news story that has some relevance to children or could capture their imagination. Write a story based on the report. 

4. Use famous painting – use the spot light tool to focus on one character in the painting.  Ask questions about the character to build a picture in words – focus also on creating a mini biography or character profile. Encourage the children to support their ideas with evidence from the rest of the painting the character is in. You could then copy this character and put them into another painting. Using the character profile decide how the character would behave in this new setting. Make sure you chose contrasting pictures or pictures painted at different times in history. Use this as a stimulus for story writing. 

5. Find a map web site or Google Earth (an excellent free download) Choose an exotic island somewhere in the world (!) study the map and the place names on it. Find any pictures you can of the island and the animals that live there. What would happen if your plane crashed here? – Who survives? How would you survive? What if help doesn’t come………think “Lord of the Flies” think “Lost”.
Word and sentence level work to support writing style, vocabulary extension and aspects of narrative

1. Use short clips of film to support with developing setting vocabulary. (see guidance produced previously)
2. Use short clips to develop action writing in story. Watch a short clip of some action in a film. 
3. Use the freeze frame on a video clip to focus on character feelings and expressions – what can a character say through just their eyes? How can we capture this in our writing?

4. Tape sound effects, the music to a film or listen to a film clip without the picture – how is mood and atmosphere created in stories. How can we create this in our writing?

5. Search for sound effects on the Internet. Download to use them for a story setting or to create atmosphere.

6. Using dialogue – watch a clip from film where 2 characters have a conversation. Use this to write the dialogue as it would appear in a story. Identify how the speech would be ‘in filled’ with description from what is going on as the conversation is taking place. 

7. Web sites – story generators   www.eduplace.com/tales/index.html find wacky tales. This asks you to type various word types and then puts them into a story for you.
8. Use famous painting – use the spot light tool to focus on one character in the painting, or crop the picture to show only the setting. Use this to produce a word bank of what can be seen. Extend this to words that describe what is happening (verbs). Add an adverb to each verb and begin to create sentences. 
Composing

1. Read a Million Words DVD available free to all Read a Million Words Schools. This is a radio workshop designed for Primary Schools (and Key Stage 3). You can select to focus on weather, news or sports reporting. The DVD has a number of news clips to support children in selecting ideas and vocabulary. There are real radio reports to listen to as well as copies of the scripts. Children write their report using the ideas suggested and then can read their report over the GWR weather/news/sport ‘bed’ (the background music used below the voice of the radio presenter). The DVD also contains cross curricular links and links each report with National Strategy Objectives and units of work. 
2. E mail pass the story. Give each child or pair of children in the class a story starter (a good source of ideas for these are in the Pie Corbett How to Teach Fiction Writing book in the ‘Quick Fire story ideas’ section at the back). Children write the first few lines of the story or could write the story opening (depending on the age of the child and how far you are with teaching story structure). They e mail this to a friend who write the build-up, or next few lines of the story, before e mailing it on to another friend. This then continues until the story is finished. This is a great way to create collaborative stories. 
3. Power point stories – the ICT summer package provides a template and an example of a non-linear story using power point. Children are involved in making decisions about what happens next in the story. Once children have got the hang of reading a story like this using power point it is a simple step to creating their own using the template provided. Power point is also an excellent place to publish stories. Digital pictures or pictures found using Goggle Image search or clip art can provide the illustrations for the story. Power point also gives the possibility of adding sound and some animation to a story. They also provide a wide audience as they can be e mailed to a friend or home where parents can view their child’s work.
4. Kar2ouche. This programme provides endless possibilities for story writing, from re telling of traditional tales to original work using children’s own digital pictures. 
Shared writing

1. Use Easiteach – adding sound and pictures to text OR starting with the sound and pictures and adding text. Select 3 random pictures and/or 3 random sound effects. Model how you would compose and structure a story from these.

Providing and audience for writing
1. There are a number of excellent web sites that allow children to publish their own writing. If you are linked to another school via e mail stories can be e mailed and reviewed by the partner school. This is an excellent way to prepare for SATs – children in both schools can compose their writing on the computer for an agreed writing prompt. Each class can agree the success criteria for the writing and then assess the writing they are sent, working on the 3 stars and wish principle (3 good bits and one bit that could be improved). 
2. Letter writing covers a wide range of genre and appears in a number of units of work. Rather that post these letters, e mail can be used instead – it is best to send these letters as an attachment to ensure children are using the correct formal letter writing format. Try www.epals.com 
3. Many web sites have message boards or ask for reviews. Encourage children to write for these audiences. Try www.gridclub.com or www.kidsbookshelf.com
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