Ideas for using news clips
[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image1] 
	Year and Term
	Bristol medium term plan unit
	Ideas using the clip

	Year 3 term 2
	note taking


	Before watching the clip give children a focus – the life of the boy, the arguments for and against keeping the rubbish dumps. Ask children to remember the key points (no writing down). Show the clip again. This time the teacher model the note taking process by stopping the clip when they decide they need to take notes. Model the language of note taking.  Children then have a go at saying when they want the clip stopped and using white boards have a go at making a note. Continue the process. Children can then watch the clip again and write notes. Keep the focus for the notes narrow – not all the issues in the clip. You can then change the focus and show it again.


	Year 3 term 3
	writing letters


	Watch the clip without sound. What is it about? What do they think of this life? How might the boy feel about his life? Children will probably feel that this is a terrible life. Watch the clip and draw out the views of the boy – it is his way of life and doesn’t want it to change. What might the boy want to say to his government and why, what might we want to say to his government and why? Use these ideas to model the letter writing organisation and language features.


	Year 4 term 3
	persuasive letters


	As above – identify a view point they will take. Different children in the class may take different view points. These letters and the clip may be given to another class. What do they think? What is their response to the letters and clip.

	Year 5 term 1
	poems based on feelings and reflections
	After reading a range of poems based on feelings and reflections and identifying structure and language features, use the clip to generate vocabulary that could be used to write a poem from the perspective of the boy in the clip or their own feelings about the clip. 


	Year 5 term 3
	plan, construct and present an argument
	Watch the clip and identify a structure, introduction, main points from different viewpoints and conclusion. Can they identify the different view points on a second watching? Different groups can be given a viewpoint to take notes on. Watch a short part of the clip focusing on one argument only – how is the point made, expanded and examples given i.e. the quote from the boy or government. At each step make the link to the writing process, planning, drafting, editing etc. Do this by modelling and demonstrating at each step. The work could then develop into a speaking and listening activity with each viewpoint being presented in a debate style forum. From here, children can then write their reports (either as a balanced argument or as a persuasive piece.)

	Year 6 term 1
	Biography


	Watch the clip and identify the 2 lives that are looked at. Decide which life they will focus on. Make notes from the clip that give key ideas about the life of the chosen character. Transfer this information onto a timeline and identify the bits of information that are missing. These will need to be made up. This is exactly what children would have to do in SATs biography task – make up the life facts and so this is also a good revision task.

	Year 6 term 2


	Persuasive arguments
	As year 5 term 3 plan, construct and present an argument


	Year 6  
	Non-fiction revision


	You may wish children to identify as many non-fiction writing opportunities as they can from this clip. This could include – biography, recount (news article, a day in the life of etc), persuasive argument in a variety of forms (letter, report, speech etc), balanced argument, report. They could in groups select a writing genre and plan appropriately, looking at the language features and organisation of their chosen genre. 
The teacher may decide to focus on one genre only – a balanced report and use the clip first to look at structure. Is there an introduction, is there a conclusion? Can children write an appropriate intro or conclusion. Look at other examples of introductions and conclusions as good models. 

Use the clip to see how a simple point is expanded. How would this look as writing. Teacher to model and children to have a go using another point made in the clip.

Use the opportunities for speaking and listening – debates, PSHE and Citizenship issues – and use these opportunities to inform children’s writing. 
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These clips lend themselves to many of the genres children use at Key St 2.  Children in Year 2 may be able to use them as a stimulus for discussion, report and recount writing or even for instruction writing. The following ideas relate to the Life on an Indian Scrap heap clip.











